
Like a number of other stage comedies and 
romances in the English Renaissance, Shakespeare’s 
Measure for Measure ends with a scene of judgment 
in which punishment and reward is distributed among 
a group of characters. One of the things that makes 
Measure for Measure’s version striking is the way 
judgment is so insistently linked to the spatial and 
revelatory dynamics of facing and unmasking. 
Adducing evidence from humanist rhetoric, linguistic 
theory, and performance studies, this talk will shows 
how the face stands at the crossroads of theatre and 
judgment, indexing their shared fields of location and 
duration and their common orientation toward the 
future.
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