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DÉPARTEMENT D’ÉTUDES ANGLAISES

&

THE J.  W. MCCONNELL CHAIR IN AMERICAN STUDIES

PRESENT A LECTURE BY
AMY DRU STANLEY

“‘Antislavery and Human Rights: 

Problems of Representation”

Abstract: The question still compels attention, as it has since the advent of modern democratic revolution – does the peculiar abjection of women violate values considered human?  Do women’s rights represent human rights?  Stanley addresses this question by looking at a particular historical moment – the crisis of American slavery and emancipation -- and rights arguments advanced by persons unfree by dint of chattel slavery and of sex. At the heart of this historical crisis lay the conflict between affirmations of inalienable, universal human rights and assumptions of inequality based on immutable physical differences.

Amy Dru Stanley is Associate Professor of History at the University of Chicago.  Professor Stanley's research and teaching focus on U.S. history, from the early Republic through the Progressive Era. She is especially interested in the history of capitalism, slavery and emancipation, and the historical experience of moral problems. Methodologically, she works at the intersections of intellectual, social, and legal history.  Her current projects include studies of the problem of desire in the age of slavery and emancipation, commodity exchange across the Mason-Dixon Line, and the Thirteenth Amendment and gender.  Professor Stanley is author of From Bondage to Contract: Wage Labor, Marriage and the Market in the Age of Slave Emancipation (Cambridge University Press, 1998.
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ROOM C-8111
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